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FOREWORD 
On recommendation of the Newfoundland Fisheries 
Development Committee, the Governments of Canada and New-
foundland joined in carrying out a survey in July and August, 
1952, of the more important communities on the northeast coast 
of the Province of Newfoundland. While the emphasis was placed 
I 
on the commercial fisheries of these communities, factual infor-
mation was also compiled on the harbour facilities, forestry, 
agriculture and the social aspects of community life. The notes 
included in the report are intended to provide the Development 
Committee, and later the various departments of the two govern-
ments, with data for their guidance in planning and carrying out 
a programme of fisheries development. 
It should be understood that, in view of the relatively 
short time available to cover this large area, the survey was of 
necessity more of a reconnaissance than an exhaustive study of 
each individual community. 
The departments of the federal government were re-
presented as follows: Fisheries - D.R. Buchanan; Public Works -
E. V. Gilbert; Resources and Development - J.M. Robinson; 
Agriculture - H. W.R. Chancey and I.Green. The government of 
Newfoundland was represented as follows: Fisheries and Co-oper-
atives - C. Storey; Economic Development - N. Short; Agriculture-
R. Carnell; Forestry - E. Corcoran; and Public Welfare - R. L. 
Andrews and W. Rockwood . 
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HARBOUR FACILITIES 
N~ti.ME OF PJ_JAC I~ : 
EXISTING WHARVES: 
EXISTING BREAKWATERS: 
APPROACHES FROlVJ THE SEA.: 
FOG CONDITIONS: 
· STORM CONDITIONS: 
ICE C01'TDITIONS: 
TIDAL PECULIARITIES: 
NATURE OF BOTTOM: 
POSSIBILITIES OF PROVIDING 
WHARFAGE AND SHELTER: 
DREDGING REQUIRED: 
Trinity. o o 
Latitude 48 22 1 N. Longitude 53 22 1W. 
Chart No.296. Ai r photos : NFL6-189 
8'· 190 
Several private wharves: Public wharf 
jetty type, outerleg about 114 feet 
long and 27 feet wide, is used by 
coastal steamers. It is being recon-
structed (Aug.15/52). There is a 
small boat landing wharf at Trinity 
East. 
Excellent; natural harbouro 
Good. 
Good. 
Good harbour, practically landlocked. 
Frozen at intervals, late January to 
April: sea ice might block entrance 
to May butr southwest winds clear the 
harbour for ships to enter wilb.hin 24 
hours. 
None. 
Varies; mud, gravel and rock. 
Good: If additional wharfage were 
required it should be built at Trinit 
East where it would be closer to the 
railway and highway system than is 
the present wharf. Detailed survey 
would be required. 
Nil. 
Note: This is one of th~ finest natural harbours in the Province. 
AVAILABILITY OF CONSTRUCTION 
MATERIALS: 
EVG. August 1_5, 1952. 
Gravel and Rock, loose or 
locally. 
Timber from Bonavista Bay. 
• massive, 
TRINITY 
Down harbour 
Approaching the public wharf wharf under repairs 
Central hill behind Trinity Vigorous young balsam reproduction 
MEMORANDUM FOR REPORT ON 
FISHING COMMUNITY SCHEDULES 
1. The population for settlements was derived from the 1951 census. 
2. The number of fishermen, the number of boats and the fishing 
gear are those that are actually operating this year. In many 
settlements visited, there were a number of boats and a consid-
erable amount of gear not being used. 
3. The averag~ age and literacy figures would perhaps be more 
applicable if an average were made of several settlements in 
one area. Without a detailed knowledge of every fisherman in 
a settlement, it is only possible to make an approximation of 
the average age and literacy. 
4. The 1950 production of shore fish for settlements wa~ derived 
from the Fisheries Prices Support Board, Ottawa. 
5. In some instances where it was not possible to get the statis-
tics for the catch of a species of fish for a settlement, this 
information was obtained from the statistics section of the 
Newfoundland Fisheries Board. In the majority of schedules, 
this information was obtained directly from the field work. 
The statistics for salmon and lobster are for total landings. 
No attempt was made to get the breakdown of sold fresh, pickled 
and canned forms. However, in the areas visited by the survey 
party, practically all of the salmon and lobster are sold in 
the fresh state. 
6. In many cases, for the historical notes on the settlements, 
other sources than field information were used. Among these 
sources were; Reverend Tocque's book entitled "Newfoun<iland 
As It Was And As It Is Now In 1887" and the Hon. J. R. Sm~ll-
wood's "Gazette of Newfoundland" .. 
-
-..... 
Population 344 
Settlement Notes -
• 
• 
FISHING C0~1UNITY SCHEDULS 
Settlement Trinity 
Area Trinity North 
August 15, 1952. 
Very little fishing done here this year. No cod traps used 
belonging to residents from this settlement. Interviewed a man 70 
years of age who gave up fishing after last year. He had spent 50 
years as a fisherman. Has trawl gear on hand but no one using it. 
His sons work for the railway and only caught 10 Qts of cod this 
summer while on their holidays. Since Ryan Brothers' firm quit 
supplying fishermen here 5-6 years ago there has been no extensive 
fishing done. Now the salt and fishing supplies have to come from 
Mifflin's at Catalina with the result that the fishermen are often . 
without salt when it is needed. 
Other Occupations -
Many of the residents from Trinity are working for the railwayo 
Others are doing other jobs away from the settlement. The fishing 
has died out here. 
AGRICULTURE 
Glossary of terms used in attached report 
Small subsistence gardens: 
Garden type agriculture: 
Areas of less than 500' sq. used 
for vegetable production. 
Areas over 500' sq. and less than 
one half acre producing vegetables. 
Small farm type agriculture: Areas over one half acre but less 
than three acres, under cultivation. 
Minor number of sheep: 
Moderate number of sheep: 
Large number of sheep: 
Minor or limited amount of 
pasture or hay land: 
Moderate amount of pasture 
and hay land: 
Large amount of pasture and 
11ay land~ 
Minor or small numbers. 'of 
hens: 
Minor, small or limited 
amounts of vegetables: 
Less than twenty sheep. 
Over twenty but less than one 
hundred sheep. 
Over 100 sheep. 
Area less than five acres of 
lated patches of pasture and 
land. 
• iso-
hay 
Area more than five acres and less 
than twenty acres. 
Area over twenty acres. 
, 
One to twelve hens maintained for 
individual family use. 
Production much less than require-
ments. 
... .~--· ·-
LOCATION: Trinity. 
AGRICULTUI1E: 
SOILS: 
CROPS: 
LIVESTOCK: 
POTENTIAL: 
• 
' . • 
• 
AGRICULTURE 
------
DJ\. 'rE: 15-8-52 
-- ....... , .. -·------
Small, subsistence type agriculture 
with production loss than local noeds. 
Limited pasture and hay land. 
Soils derived from glacial till and 
weathered sandstone and slate. 
Potatoes principal crop, with small 
production of cabbage and roots. 
Limited number of sheep, hors es and 
hens, together with approximately 
two he Gd of cattle. 
No agricultural expansion possible 
due to rough, hilly topography and 
rock outcrop • 
SEAI~QB.J SURVEY, l·iOiiTH EAST COAST l·JE\iJFOUIJDLAED 
Con11nuni t y Trinity 
Air Photo Coverage Al3444 (152 - 158) 
Al3445 (5 - 11) 
rJFL6 ( 18 8 - 191 ) 
~1Iaps eE1ployed 2 SvJ (liY - 8 rniles). 
Al3444 (35 - 50) 
( 70 - 83) 
(118 - 135) 
(145 - 165) 
Al3Li-45 ( 1 - 20) 
(70 -87) 
(105 - 125) 
I~FL6 ( 171 - 17 5) 
(184 - 191) 
(200 - 208) 
F)relin1ir1D.ry Copy 2 C/6 Trinity ( Cor1toured I'·lap at 
a scale of 1/40,000). 
1 . I·~o. of fari1iJ_ies pre:sent DO~! (welfetre). 344/5 - 68 
2. Area of accessible forest. Approx. -- acres. 
(a) Estimated percent of slow growing forest. 30% 
(b) Ownership and control. Crown Lands. 
3. Difficulties of utilization. 
(a) Existing roads froo forest to port. One rond to ?1elrose, 
one to Stock Cove, one to New 
Bonaventure and others running up 
valleys froo tl1e harbour. 
(b) Possibilities for roads forest to port. 
(1) slopos 
(2) boulders, rock, etc. 
4. Savnnills licensed for 1952. 
• 
5. Distance to nearest licensed timber -- miles. 
6. Opportunities for using port as exit from licensed timber 
' 
area. ITi 1 .. 
7. Forestry Rating. B. 
TRIIJITY 
This settlement is located on a magnifici ent hnrbour on the 
south coast of the Bonavist~ Peninsula . Within a few miles are 
12kes and strec:tn1s sui tc:tble for the hydro- electric <1nd water 
supply system of a large city. Few pla ces have so many natural 
nclvantages . 
Tl1e 11ills are roclc barren or scrub v.rhile the wide v0lleys 
are wooded . There Rre ro2ds up sever~ l of these valleys so that 
most of the forest can be considered 0s readily accessible . 
Trinity ha s many large strenLls nearby but none can be used 
. conveniently by a sr11all settlernent. Sarne forrrr of reservoir 2r1d 
• 
pumping system is the only alternative to extensive piping. 
Though Trinity has roads north to Stock Cove, east to 
D1elrose and south to New Bon2vcnture , even more are required. 
Con1pletion of the Trinity-Princeton road would be a decided 
o.sset und 2 road up the vetlley 1.vhich ends at Trou.ty would open 
2 large c:-tree, of what 2ppears to be con1r:iercial forest. The 
forests could provide a large proportion of the income of a 
settlement like Trinity. 
Thirty to forty men were reported to depend upon woods work 
for all or part of their incomes. 


